
Year 2 – Summer
English – Letter writing

Letter to Hackney/Stepney City Farm following visit there.

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

Dear 
Dragon

The Jolly 
Postman

Knowledge for the writer

• Plan how you will organise the way 
you retell the events. You could use 
a timeline to help you plan.

• Details are important to create a 
diary rather than a simple list of 
events in order. Try using When? 
Where? Who? What? Why? 
Questions to help you plan what to 
include.

• Decide how you will finish the 
diary. You’ll need a definite ending, 
and may choose to sign off (bye for 
now, talk to you later)

• Read the text through as if you 
don’t know anything about what it 
is being recounted. Is it clear what 
happened and when?

• Is the style right for the genre you 
are using? (Technical/formal 
language to recount a science 
experiment, powerful verbs and 
vivid description to recount an 
adventure, informal, personal 
language to tell your friends about 
something funny that happened to 
you.)

Grammar Focus
Use of first person pronouns – I, my, me 
Adverbs, add “-ly” to an adjective
Co-ordinating conjunctions, or, and, but
Subordinating conjunctions, when, if, that, 
because
Expanded noun phrases
Form simple past tense by adding “-ed”
Use past continuous (progressive) tense, eg He 
was playing at school.
Prepositional phrases, eg behind, above, along
Time adverbials – Next, After that, later

Dear 
Dinosaur

Structure
- Address
- Date
- Dear…
- Paragraphs
- Sign off

Purpose/Audience
To tell someone about events that have 
happened or persuade someone to do 
something.
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Language
- 1st person 
- Mixed tenses
- Informal/for

mal language
- Time 

adverbials
- Emotions/per

suasion
- Topic 

Vocabulary
- Subordinate 

clauses



Progression in recount texts and diaries.

Foundation 
stage

• Informally recount incidents in own life to other children or adults and listen to others 
doing the same. Experiment with writing in a variety of play, exploratory and role-play 
situations.

• Write sentences to match pictures or sequences of pictures illustrating an event.
• Use experience of simple recounts as a basis for shared composition with an adult such 

as retelling, substituting or extending, leading to simple independent writing.

Year 1/ 
Year 2

• Describe incidents from own experience in an audible voice using 
sequencing words and phrases such as then.., after that..; listen to others 
recounts and ask relevant questions.

• Read personal recounts and begin to recognise generic structure, e.g. 
ordered sequence of events, use of words like first, next, after, when.

• Write simple first person recounts linked to topics of interest/study or to 
personal experience, using the language of texts read as models for own 
writing, maintaining consistency in tense and person.



Year 2 – Summer
English – Explanation text

Farm to folk (following farm visit and workshop)

Core Texts Suggested Additional 
Texts

Where 
Food 
Comes 
From

Eddie’s 
Garden

Grandpa’s 
Garden

Knowledge for the writer
- Choose a title that shows what you are 

explaining, perhaps using why or how. 
(How do hedgehogs survive the winter? 
Why does it get dark at night?) 

- Decide whether you need to include 
images or other features to help your 
reader, e.g. diagrams, photographs, a flow 
chart, a text box, captions, a list or a 
glossary.

- Use the first paragraph to introduce what 
you will be explaining. 

- Plan the steps in your explanation and 
check that you have included any 
necessary information about how and 
why things happen as they do. 

- Add a few interesting details. 
- Interest the reader by talking directly to 

them (You’ll be surprised to know that ... 
Have you ever thought about the way 
that ...?) or by relating the subject to their 
own experience at the end (So next time 
you see a pile of dead leaves in the 
autumn ...). 

- Re-read your explanation as if you know 
nothing at all about the subject. Check 
that there are no gaps in the information. 

- Remember that you can adapt 
explanatory texts or combine them with 
other text types to make them work 
effectively for your audience and purpose.

Grammar Focus
Adverbs, add “-ly” to an adjective
Co-ordinating conjunctions, or, and, but
Subordinating conjunctions, when, if, that, 
because
Expanded noun phrases
Prepositional phrases, eg behind, above, along
Time adverbials – Next, After that, later

Structure
- Introduction
- Steps or 

phases in a 
process

- Logically 
ordered

Language
- Simple present 
tense
-Time connectives, eg
first, then, after that, 
finally
-Causal connectives, 
eg so, because of this

Purpose/Audience
To explain how or why, to explain 
a process or explain why 
something is the way it is.
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Progression in explanatory texts

This progression should be considered in relation to progression in narrative as the study of non-

fiction and fiction recounts complement each other.
Foundation

Stage
· Talk about why things happen and how things work; ask questions and speculate.
· Listen to someone explain a process and ask questions.
· Give oral explanations e.g. their or another͛s motives; why and how they made a
construction.

Year 1 · Read captions, pictures and diagrams on wall displays and in simple books that
explain a process.

Draw pictures to illustrate a process and use the picture to explain the process
orally.

Year 2 · After carrying out a practical activity, (e.g.) experiment, investigation, construction
task)

contribute to creating a flowchart or cyclical diagram to explain the process, as
member of group
with the teacher. After seeing and hearing an oral explanation of the process,
explain the same process orally also using flowchart, language and gestures
appropriately.

· Read, with help, flowcharts or cyclical diagrams explaining other processes and
then read others independently.

· Following other practical tasks, produce a simple flowchart or cyclical diagram
independently.

Year 3 · Create diagrams such as flow charts to summarise or make notes of stages in a
process (e.g. in science, D&T or geography), ensuring items are clearly
sequenced.

· Explain processes orally, using these notes, ensuring relevant details are included
and accounts ended effectively.



Year 2 – Summer
English – Poetry (on a theme)

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

Knowledge for the writer
Depending on the kind of poetry
being written:
• observe carefully and include detail, drawing on 

all your senses;
• when writing from memory or imagination, create 

a detailed picture in your mind before you begin 
writing;

• be creative about the way you use words – use 
powerful or unusual vocabulary, or even create 
new words and phrases;

• when using few words, make every word count;
• play with the sounds or meanings of words to add 

an extra layer of enjoyment for your audience, 
e.g. use alliteration or assonance, a pun or double 
meaning;

• use imagery to help your reader/listener visualise 
what you are describing but don’t weigh the 
poem down with too many adjectives or similes;

• read the text aloud as you draft, to check how it 
sounds when read aloud or performed;

• improve it by checking that every word does an 
important job, changing the vocabulary to use 
more surprising or powerful words;

• use images that help your reader easily imagine 
what you are writing about – think of comparisons 
they will recognise from their own lives;

• try to think of new, different ways to describe 
what things are like and avoid using too many 
predictable similes (her hair was as white as 
snow).

Grammar Focus:

Exaggerated language
Personification 
Similes 
Abstract nouns 
Noun phrases 
Repetition 
Antonyms 
Synonyms 
Alliteration 
Onomatopoeia 
Powerful verbs 
Specific nouns/Collective nouns

I am the 
seed that 
grew the 
tree

A year of 
nature 
poems

Out and 
About – a 
first book of 
poems

Structure
- Title
- Stanzas
- Images
- Drawings

Language
- Noun phrases
- Alliteration
- Onomatopoeia
- Repetition

Purpose/Audience
Poems have many different purposes: 
to entertain, amuse, reflect, tell a story 
or convey a meaning
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Year 2 – Summer
English – Incidental writing

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

Grammar Focus

Knowledge for the writer

• Decide on your intended style and impact.
• Plan before writing/telling to organise 

chronology and ensure main events lead 
towards the ending.

• Visualise the setting and main characters to 
help you describe a few key details.

• Rehearse sentences while writing to assess 
their effectiveness and the way they work 
together.

• Find some different ways of telling what 
characters think and feel, e.g. describe what 
they did or said.

• Show how the main character has changed 
or moved on in some way at the end.

• Read or listen to the whole text as if you 
are the reader/listener or try it out on 
someone else: check that it makes sense 
and change anything that could work 
better.

• Don’t make everything so fantastic that it is 
unbelievable.

• Make what happens as interesting and 
detailed as the setting where it happens. 
Don’t get so involved in creating amazing 
places and characters that you forget to tell 
a good story about what happens to them.

Grammar Focus
Adverbs, add “-ly” to an adjective
Co-ordinating conjunctions, or, and, but
Subordinating conjunctions, when, if, that, 
because
Expanded noun phrases
Write sentence with exclamation mark
Form simple past tense by adding “-ed”
Use past continuous (progressive) tense, eg He 
was playing at school.
Begin to use inverted commas for speech, 
starting with a capital letter
Prepositional phrases, eg behind, above, along

Structure
- Title
- Chronological
- Story 

structure:
- Beginning 
- Middle
- End

Language
- Third person
- Past Tense
- Noun phrases
- Range of 

conjunctions
- Speech
- Varied 

openers
- Time 

adverbials
- Prepositions

Purpose/Audience
For adults and children, to entertain 
and teach how to behave and what 
is safe or dangerous.
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writing

Fantastic 
Mr Fox

The Enormous 
Crocodile

George’s 
Marvellous 
Medicine



Progression in Narrative Texts
Listening to and reading a range of stories on page and 
screen which provoke different responses: Story structure, 
viewpoint: author; narrator, character & dialogue, setting

Creating stories orally, on page and 
screen, that will impact on listeners and 
readers in a range of ways: Telling 
stories, writing

Year 1 - Identify the beginning, middle and end in stories and use 
familiarity with this structure to make predictions
about story endings; recall the main events.
· Listen with sustained concentration and then talk about how the 
author created interest or excitement in the story; the ͚voice͛ telling 
the story is called the narrator.
· Recognise main characters and typical characteristics, for example, 
good and bad characters in traditional tales; identify the goal or 
motive of the main character and talk about how it moves the plot 
on; notice how dialogue is presented in text and begin to use 
different voices for particular characters when reading dialogue 
aloud.
· Settings can be familiar or unfamiliar and based on real- life or 
fantasy. Respond by making links with own experience and 
identify ͚story language͛ used to describe imaginary settings.

- Re-tell familiar stories and recount events; 
include main events in sequence, focusing on 
who is in the event, where events take place 
and what happens in each event; use story 
language, sentence patterns and sequencing 
words to organise events, (e.g.) then, next etc.; 
recite stories, supported by story boxes, 
pictures etc.; act out stories and portray 
characters and their motives.
· Use patterns and language from familiar 
stories in own writing; write complete stories 
with a simple structure: beginning – middle –
end, decide where it is set and use ideas from 
reading for some incidents and events.

Year 2 · Identify the sequence: opening – something happens –
events to sort it out – ending; identify temporal connectives 
and talk about how they are used to signal the passing of 
time; make deductions about why events take place in a 
particular order by looking at characters͛ actions and their 
consequences.
· Begin to understand elements of an author's style, e.g. 
books about the same character or common themes;
· Understand that we know what characters are like from 
what they do and say as well as their appearance; make 
predictions about how they might behave; notice that 
characters can change during the course of the story; the 
way that characters speak reflects their personality; the 
verbs used for dialogue tell us how a character is feeling, 
e.g. sighed, shouted, joked.
· Settings are created using descriptive words and phrases; 
particular types of story can have typical
settings – use this experience to predict the events of a story 
based on the setting described in the story opening.

• Re-tell familiar stories using narrative 
structure and dialogue from the text; 
include relevant details and
sustain the listener's interest; tell own 
real and imagined stories; explore 
characters͛ feelings and situations using 
improvisation; dramatise parts of own or 
familiar stories and perform to class or 
group.
• Imitate familiar stories by borrowing 
and adapting structures; write complete 
stories with a sustained, logical sequence 
of events; use past tense and 3rd person 
consistently; include setting; create 
characters, e.g. by adapting ideas about 
typical story characters; include some 
dialogue; use phrases drawn from story 
language to add interest, (e.g.) she 
couldn’t believe her eyes.

Year 3 • Consolidate understanding of sequential story structure: identify 
common, formal elements in story openings and endings and typical 
features of particular types of story; notice common themes, similar 
key incidents and typical phrases or expressions. Note the use of 
language or music or camera angle to set scenes, build tension, 
create suspense.
• Recognise that authors make decisions about how the plot will 
develop and use different techniques to provoke readers͛ reactions; 
notice the difference
between 1st and 3rd person accounts; take part in
dramatised readings using different voices for the narrator and main 
characters.
• Identify examples of a character telling the story in the
1st person; make deductions about characters͛ feelings,
behaviour and relationships based on descriptions and their actions 
in the story; identify examples of stereotypical characters; make 
judgements about a character's actions, demonstrating empathy or 
offering alternative solutions to a problem; analyse the way that the 
main character(s) usually talks and look for evidence of the 
relationship between characters based on dialogue.
•Settings are used to create atmosphere; look at examples of scene 
changes that move the plot on,
relieve or build up the tension.

· Tell stories based on own experience and oral 
versions of familiar stories; include dialogue to 
set the scene and present characters; vary 
voice and intonation to create effects and 
sustain interest; sequence events clearly and 
have a definite ending; explore relationships 
and situations through
drama.
· Write complete stories with a full sequence 
of events in narrative order; include a dilemma 
or conflict and resolution; write an opening 
paragraph
and further paragraphs for each stage of the 
story; use either 1st or 3rd person consistently; 
use conventions for written dialogue and 
include some dialogue that shows the 
relationship between two
characters.


